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PAR E © 


Drar MA DAM, 

OU having purpoſed, in a ſhort 
time, to fulfil thoſe engagements 
which your Godfather and Godmothers 
entered into for you at your Baptiſm, 
by publickly acknowledging your obliga- 
tion to fulfil them, in your attendance on 
the Communion of the Sacrament, or 


Lord's Supper; the moſt ſolemn act by 


which you can profeſs your faith and 


obedience in, and to our Saviour Jeſt 
Chrit; J hope it will not be thought an 
unfeaſonable intruſion, if I, preparatory 

A 2 to 
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to theſe good and right reſolutions, en- 
deavour to caſt ſuch light upon the end 
and deſign of this holy inſtitution, as 
may give you a ſatisfactory view of it, 
and aſſiſt you in the receiving of it, in 
ſuch a manner as may be moſt accept- 
able to God, and moſt agreeable to the 

great purpoſes for which it was intended. 
As I, in undertaking this, ſincerely 
intend your good, I ſhall not offer 
any apology, or think it neceſſary, for 
doing that which my profeſſion and near 
relation to you makes it a ſort of duty 
not to omit: but as I do not intend to 
lay before you what many others have 
ſaid upon this inſtitution, or give you all 
their different and diſagreeing comments 
upon it; (for this would be to puzzle and 
perplex your underſtanding, not to in- 
ſtruct;) but only to give you ſuch a 
comprehenſive view. of it, as is the im- 
mediate reſult of my own thoughts, 
and 1s neceſſary to a right and diſtinct 
knowledge of its end and defign ; I 
ſhall not, I hope, ſay more upon it, than 
you will care to attend to, or think 
uſeful to be laid before you for your 
2 in- 
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inſtruction :—however ſhould it prove too 
long to go through with at one reading, 
(as indeed I have lengthened it much be- 
yond my original deſign) you will have 
no occaſion for reading more of it at once 
than you care for, but may conſult your 
leiſure and opportunity, and take it up 
or lay it down as you think fit. And to 
make it appear as little a burden to your 
patience as poſſible, I have ſet a-part all 
that relates ſolely to the Evidence for the 
Chriſtian Religion, as it has no imme- 
diate connexion with my firſt deſign, and 
had (tho' of the greateſt importance to 
have fully cleared) better be the employ- 
ment of your leiſure hours in more ad- 
vanced years, | 

The ſubje& before us is fully compre- 
hended in theſe two particulars : 1. The 
End and Deſign of the Inſtitution itſelf ; 
2. The Frame and Diſpoſition of Mind 
neceſſary to the receiving it ſo as to an- 
{wer the purpoſe of the Inſtitution. 

The end for which any inſtitution is 
appointed is only to be learned from con- 
fidering the intention of him who gives it, 
and attending to the circumſtances of 
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form and words which the'inſtitutor uſes ; 
or to any particular declaration himſelf 
makes concerning it. If Chriſtians of all 
ages had contented themſelves with this 
light, and received it in that plain intel- 
ligible manner it was offered to the world, 
there then would have been no room for 
that growth of ſuperſtition which has 
ſince been engrafted on it; either making 
it an unintelligible myſtery, or giving it 
powers and aſcribing operations to it no 
where promiſed, and ſerving no religious 
end, but rather weakening the obliga- 
tions to true piety and goodneſs, by giv- 
ing falſe hopes, that unrepented ſins are 
cancelled by the obſervance of this one 
inſtitution, and ſo lulling the ſinner into 
a fatal ſecurity amidſt the greateſt dan- 
ger; or elſe by ſurrounding it with ſuch 
groundleſs terrors as prevent many weak, 
tho' well-diſpoſed perſons from attending 
its celebration, and ſo make them really 
guilty of diſobedience to a poſitive com- 
mand of Chriſt. 

To avoid then the ill conſequences 
which always follow the miſtaking the 
tradition of men for the commandments 


y of 
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of God, we muſt wholly refer . ourſelves 


to the revelation itſelf, and carefully 
examine what that has delivered concern- 
ing the Inſtitution of the Lord's Supper. 


The Time, the Occaſion, the Form or 


Manner of its firſt Celebration, are re- 
lated with little or no circumſtantial dif- 


ference between them, by three of the 
Evangeliſts, and by St. Paul in his firſt 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, to which I 


refer you; only giving you that abſtract 


from them which is recited in the conſe- 


cration prayer before the Ne of 
the bread and wine, 


« He (that is Fe/zs) in the ſame night 


* that he was betrayed, took bread : and 


*© when he had given thanks, he brake 


it, and gave it to his diſciples, ſaying : 


* Take, eat, this is my body, which was 
given for yew: do this in remem- 
„ brance of me.“ 

« Likewiſe after ſupper Ks took the 
* cup, and when he had given thanks, 
« he gave it to them, ſaying : drink ye 


* all, of this; for this is my blood of 


« the New Teſtament, which is ſhed for 
you and for many, for the remiſſion of 
A 4 e Sins: 


Matth. 
xxvi. 
Mark xiv. 
Luke xxi1 
1 Cor. xi. 
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“ Sins: do this as often as ye ſhall 
« drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

From theſe words, the intention of this 
inſtitution evidently is, to commemorate, 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, Chri/?'s ſuffer- 
- ings and death: Do this in remembrance 
« of me: © when ye meet together, ac- 
© cording to this my appointment, to ob- 
« ſerve this inſtitution, let the breaking 
© of the bread remind you of that body 
* which will ſoon ſuffer death upon the 
* croſs for your ſakes, and the pouring 
* out of the wine, the ſhedding of that 
* blood, which I voluntarily and free- 
ly ſhall ſhed to ratify the covenant 
* of reconciliation between God and you 
* thro' me your Saviour and Redeemer, 
and by which alone you can receive re- 
_ © miſſion or pardon of your ſins; but 
* which will be granted thro' me to all, 
* who with you ſhall hereafter belieye 
* and obey my goſpel.” 

Had our Saviour had any farther pur- 
poſe in this inſtitution than theſe words 
imply, he now would have certainly diſ- 
cloſed it. Theſe were the Jaſt hours he 
r with his diſciples before his death; 


ond 
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and he employed them wholly in ſuch 
diſcourſe as was fitteſt to ſupport and 
comfort them in that ſevere trial which 
they very ſoon were to undergo, It is 
therefore hardly poſſible to ſuppoſe, that 


had his purpoſe reached further in this 


inſtitution he had not Zhen revealed it, or 
that if he had annexed any extraordinary 
virtues or powers to be conferred on 


them that received it, they themſelves 


ſhould not have been made ſenſible of it, 
eſpecially if theſe powers were of that 
ſort, which could be of any comfort or 
aſſiſtance to them in the afflictions that 
were ſo near at hand. Indeed their nean 
and 4;/zraceful conduct, when their Maſter 
was betrayed, ſhews plainly enough that 


their partaking of the Sacrament had not 


even-a moral influence upon their minds ; 
which conſideration alone ought to be 
ſufficient to diſcourage the attributing any 
extraordinary virtues to it, which our Sa- 


viour has no where promiſed. It is plain 


then, that we have no reaſon to appre- 
hend the leaſt purpoſe in this inſtitution 
beyond what our Saviour's words mani- 
feſtly declare, , the commemoration of 
** his ſufferings and death.“ And we 

ſhall 
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fil ſhall have occaſion hereafter to obſerve 
I" ſuch great and wiſe: ends anſwered by it, 
as ſufficiently will juſtify the Inſtitution, 


1 without ſuppoling others * no 
| foundation. | | 
= But the Time and . on 3 our 


Saviour firſt inſtituted this Rite are very 

neceſſary circumſtances for underſtanding 

it rightly. It was at his laſt celebration 

of the Paſſover, (a feaſt inſtituted by the 

appointment of God to commemorate 

rod. xii. the deliverance of the 7/ae/ites from their 
captivity in Egypt) after having. partaken 

| with his diſciples of the Paſchal Lamb, 

Ut which was ordained in the inſtitution by 
God, as a type or repreſentation of that 
greater Sacrifice, which, for the ſins of 
mankind, Chriji was to make of himſelf 

i7cb. ix. upon the croſs. 

_ The Time ſhews that the inks 
of the Sacrament, was to be ſuch a com- 
memoration of the ſacrifice of CHriſt, as 
the Paſchal Lamb was of the dehver- 
ance from the Egyptian captivity : and 
the analogy lay in this circumſtance ; that 
as the blood of the Lamb flain on that 

| occaſion, preſerved the Mraelites from the 

[i | deſtroy- 
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deſtroying Angel which flew the firſt- 
born of Egypt, and ſo put an end 


to their captivity; ſo the blood of our 


Saviour Chriſt, when ſhed upon the 
croſs, releaſed mankind from the power 
of death, and from that abſolute domini- 
on which till then ſin had. exerciſed over 
the whole human race. 

Therefore the breaking * bread . 
drinking of wine in the Communion, is 
not only in commemoration of Chriſt's 


ſufferings and death, in conſequence of 


his preaching the goſpel ; but alſo of his 


death, as a real, propitiatory ſacrifice of- 


fered to God for the remiſſion of fins to 


all who. willingly accepted and obeyed 
the conditions on which it was granted. 


Nothing proves this plainer than the 


words our Saviour made uſe of on this 
occaſion : ** This is my Body which is 
« g7ven for you: this is my Blood of the 


New Teſtament which is ſhed for you 
and for many, for the remiſſion of fins.” 


And it is a circumſtance which greatly 
heightens every obligation which other 
lefler circumſtances have enforced ; and 


indeed is (as you may hereafter have 
reaſon 


reaſon to experience) the great baſis and 
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ſupport of our Chriſtian Faith. For we 
know now, that there is an atonement for 
fin, ſufficient to reconcile the Juſtice of 
God to his intended Mercy, (a circum- 
ſtance in vain ſought after by the Gentile 
world,) and ſuch a one as we may build the 
ſureſt and moſt certain hope upon, it be- 
ing one of God's own appointment, and 
not like the ſacrifices of the heathen, 
weak and ſimple efforts to elude the Di- 
vine Juſtice by atonements of their own 
providing, ſome not leſs cruel and inhy- 
man than the deſign itſelf was vain and 
ridiculous, Whereas taking the death of 
Chriſt, as ſome weakly imagine, to have 
been no more than the natural reſult and 
conſequence of his preaching the Goſpel to 
an unbelieying people, and not according 
to the fore-determined counſel and ap- 
pointment of God, as the ſcriptures af- 
firm; ſuch a ſuppoſition weakens much the 
foundation of our faith in Chriſt, which is 
raiſed upon the merit of his death, and is 
not at all to be reconciled with his on de- 
claration on this ſubject, But I will not 
trouble you with reaſonings of this ſort, 

: I fear 
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I fear I have ſaid already more than you 
can eaſily apprehend *; and to endeavour 
to explain to you the notions mankind 
have had concerning the uſe and efficacy 
of ſacrifices in general, or of this in par- 
ticular, might till add to your perplexity, 


The neceſſity and efficacy of Sacrifices is one of 
the earlieſt religious notions we can trace in hiſtory. 
At firſt, they may ſeem to have been intended only as 
offerings of gratitude and acknowledgment to God, 
as the Sovereign and great Proprietor of the univerſe: 
Cain brought of the fruit of the ground, and Abel of the 
firſilings of his flock, an offering unto the Lord. Gen. iv. 
Divines with great probability have ſuppoſed the of- 
fering of Abel to have been a propitiatory ſacrifice, 
and that God's acceptance of it, and rejection of the 
offering of Cain, is founded in that difference. How- 
ever, the offerings of Noah and Abraham were undoubt- 
edly propitiatory. Under the Moſaic diſpenſation, ſacri- 
fices of this ſort were inſtituted by God's own appoint- 


ment, and they are mentioned in heathen writers of 


the greateſt antiquity, as the practice of the earlieſt 
ages. From whence, we can never be induced to 
think them originally of human inftitution ; but that 
even the heathens derived from them a tradition 
of divine authority, intended to keep up the ſenſe 
of death as the penalty due to ſin; and by the 
vicarious transferring it to the creature ſacrificed, to 
impreſs the fitneſs and neceſſity of that great ſacrifice 
which Chriſt, once for all, was to make of himſelf 
for the fins of the whole world. 


and 


+4 


and be of little ſervice, could I give you 
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a clearer apprehenſion of them. It is 
ſufficient, that when it is ſaid, that Chriſt 
became a ſacrifice for us, you underſtand 
that he willingly ſubmitted himſelf to 
the Death of the Croſs to reconcile man- 
kind to their offended Maker; and that, 


in conſequence of his thus dying for us, 
we are in a ſtate of reconciliation with 
God; and ſhall inherit eternal life thro' 


him, if we ſincerely believe and obey 
his Goſpel, and not wilfully abuſe that 


Grace he offers in it, by falling into any 


notorious and preſumptuous ſin. 
J have already intimated, that this in- 
ſtitution was appointed for great and va- 


luable purpoſes; and tho! it is in itſelf a 


poſitive command of God, and as ſuch, 


becomes a point of moral obligation to all 
Chriſtians, yet neither this, nor the Rite 
of Baptiſm, like many of the Rites of 
the Jewiſh law, have the obligation to 
the obſervance terminated in the will of 


the lawgiver ; but have each a moral ex- 


cellence; a moral tendency, to promote 
pious and virtuous affections in thoſe who 


obſerve them. Thus, as Baptiſm plainly 
| indi- 
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indicated, that they who embraced the 
Chriſtian Religion were to be of pure and 
undefiled converſation ; were & 0 die unto 
„„ fin, and live unto righteouſneſs ;” (both 
the death unto fin and the new life, being 
typified by the immerſion into, and emer- 
fion from, the water) ſo the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper has the ſame moral 
tendency, in awakening in the minds of 
the communicants, a moſt lively and 
grateful ſenſe of God's great mercy and 
goodneſs in the Chriſtian diſpenſation, in 
his accepting any atonement for fin, or 
being reconciled to ſuch offenders at any 
rate; much more for appointing his Son 
to be that atonement, to be the ſacrifice of 
reconciliation to his offended Juſtice : as 
alſo to raiſe in them no leſs affections to- 
wards their Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, for 
willingly. accepting to become that Sacri- 
| tice, for taking upon him the human na- 
ture to that end, and patiently and hum- 
bly ſubmitting to all the indignities and 
ſufferings conſequent thereto, Muſt not 
the reſult of theſe impreſſions be, good 
and pious reſolutions, to ode Him (as 
our Catechiſm ſtrongly expreſſes it) 0% 
291 . 


15 


16 


A Letter to a Young Lady. 


4 all our hearts, with all our minds, with 


* all our ſouls, with all our firength, (to 
«© expreſs this love with all the united 
« powers and affections of our ſouls) 70 
& worſhip him, to give him thanks, to put 
% our whole truſt in him, to call upon him, 
& fo honour his holy Name and Word, and 
to ſerve him faithfully all the days of our 
% /ves?” Muſt not they alſo impreſs 
upon our minds ſuitable reſolutions to- 
wards our Saviour ? Can we think with 
gratitude of his love towards us, and 


not be deſirous of obeying his law? Can 


we call ourſelves by his Name, and con- 
feſs ourſelves his ſubje&s, and willingly 
purpoſe to tranſgreſs the laws of his ſpi- 
ritual kingdom? Can we reflect on what 
he ſuffered for our ſakes, and not have 
the greateſt abhorrence of a ſinful life, 
the deepeſt ſenſe of its guilt, and the 
ſtrongeſt deſire of being delivered from 
the dominion of it? Can we, in ſhort, 
commemorate his life as offered up upon 
the croſs to redeem us both from its pow- 
er and its guilt, and yet reſolve to conti- 
nue in the practice of it to the end of our 


lives? This is abſolutely impoſſible. Our 


affec- 
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affections muſt be moved when our un- 
derſtandings are convinced: obedience, or 
at leaſt reſolutions to obedience, will fol- 
low our faith; and thoſe affections muſt 
conquer, at leaſt for a time, all inclina- 
tion to every degree of ſin, if not totally 
ſubdue them for the reſt of our lives. 

I would not be underſtood to ſuppoſe; 
that every other religious duty, either 
Prayer, Meditation, or the Study of the 
Scriptures, has not the ſame moral ten- 
dency with this inſtitution, to promote 
religious or virtuous affections; or that 
this can virtually, in itſelf, communicate 
to the pärtakers of it degrees of holineſs 
which other parts of religious worſhip 
cannot : I only mean to obſerve, that 
as the ſufferings and death of CHriſt are 
the peculiar objects of this Inſtitution, it 
has, in its nature, from thence, ſome- 
thing very affecting to the mind, and at 
once imprints upon it ſuch ſtrong and 
lively ideas of the Love of God and 
Chriſt, of the heinouſneſs of ſin, of the 
irreconcileable hatred of God towards it; 
that it is thence particularly adapted, be- 
yond any other inſtitution, for eradica- 


B ting 
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ting vice and irreligion ; raiſing an abhor- 
rence for guilt and ſin ; implanting in the 
mind a true religious veneration for God 
and his Law; a true manly fortitude to 


withſtand temptations, to bear up againſt 


misfortunes, or even to ſuffer when the 
cauſe of Truth requires it; to teach pati- 
ence and reſignation to the will of God 


in adverſity, in pain, in ſickneſs, and 


death; and in ſhort give life to every 
_ Chriſtian virtue which can conduce to our 
happineſs here, or perfect us for that in- 
finitely greater degree of it in the life to 
come. | 


The end and deſign of this Inſtitution, 
and the valuable purpoſes which it was 
made to anſwer, being thus fully conſi- 
dered, it is time to turn to our ſecond 
diviſion of this ſubje&, ** that frame 
or diſpoſition of mind with which it 
« ſhould be received.“ 


God in his Nature is all-wiſe, all-pow- 
erful, and all-good : he knows all things, 
even the molt ſecret thoughts and inten- 
tions of the heart, and cannot be deluded 
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by any outward profeſſions, or deceived 
by any arts or contrivances of his crea- 
tures whatſoever. As he is all Goodneſs, 
he requires nothing of them, 1n return 
for the innumerable bleſſings, he daily and 
hourly pours upon them, but what is 


moſt conducive to their own immediate 


welfare and happineſs; he demands no 
other acknowledgments from them, but 
ſuch as are the genuine offspring of gra- 
titude and obedience, fincerity and truth. 
No worſhip, no forms of religion can be 
pleaſing to his all- ſeeing Mind, when 
offered up from hearts, where theſe requi- 
ſites are wanting, He is too wiſe to be 
deceived, and of too pure a nature to ac- 
cept the polluted offerings of a wicked 
and corrupted heart.— God is a Spirit, 
& and they who worſhip him, muſt wor- 
« ſhip him in Spirit and in truth. 
Sincerity muſt ſet the value upon the of- 
tering, and make it worthy his accept- 
ance: for tho' it is one of God's own ap- 
pointment, it alters not the caſe : it muſt 
be the genuine fruit of a ſincere devotion, 
ariſing from a pure and upright heart, 
or it can be of no value in the fight of 

B' 2 - God. 
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God. Can Infinite Wiſdom be impoſed 


upon by the ſpeciouſneſs of words, and 
receive that for real which is but a feign- 
ed or a temporary repentance ? Or reſt ſa- 
tified with an outward, infincere form 
of prayer, with which he knows the 
heart has no concern ? Why ſhould we 
ſuppoſe him, who, through the purity of 
his nature muſt be irreconcileable to ſin, 
moved by any prayer or addreſs, however 
zealouſly offered up, to be reconciled to 
that perſon, who cannot be prevailed 
upon by duty or gratitude entirely to for- 
ſake it? How can God receive thankſ- 
givings from one who lives in wilful 
diſobedience to him, or hear the wants 
and diſtreſſes of them who never think of 
him whilſt any worldly enjoyment is to be 
had ; but when pain or inexpreſſible an- 7 
guiſh of body and mind forces them to ffy 
to him, as their laſt and only hope in their 
diſtreſs? We have no ground for ſuch ex- 
pectations. God is too wiſe to be de- 
ceived: of too pure a nature to be reconci- 
led to ſin, or to accept the ſinner who wil- 
fully perſiſts in diſobedience; and finally, 
too juſt a Judge not to make a difference 
1 be- 
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between a real and feigned repentance. 
A real repentance he has promiſed to ac- 
cept of: he is merciful, but cannot deny 
himſelf; cannot act contrary to perfect 
righteouſneſs and truth. He loves his 
creatures, and would make them happy, 
but it muſt be in a way agreeable to the 
perfect goodneſs and purity of his nature. 

Let us then apply theſe intereſting 
truths, which relate to the worſhip of 
God in general, particularly to the Inſti- 
tution of the Lord's Supper ; and we ſhall 
find, that they hold ſtill ſtronger, and are 
more conclufive, than in religious wor- 
ſhip more generally conſidered : for the 
more ſolemn the religious act is, which 
we perform, ſo much the more ought we 
to bring a true and upright heart to the 
performance of it : we ſhould do our ut- 
moſt endeavour that our whole worſhip 
be that of ſpirit and truth. 

For, in this inſtance, what is it we 
commemorate in this inſtitution ? Ts it 
not the Death of Chriſt, by which we 
are reconciled to God? How then can a 
perſon commemorate his Death who does 
not believe, or does not practice his re- 
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ligion ? If he has not faith, how can he 
dare to mock the all-knowing God, fo as 
to worſhip him in the name of Chriſt, in 
whom he does not believe ? Or if he has 
not obedience, if he 1s not reſolved to 
forſake his fins, and lead a new life, what 
an abuſe 1s it of God's mercy, to thank 
him for thoſe benefits, in which he is re- 
ſolved not to have a ſhare ; and to com- 
memorate that death which is the purchaſe 
of his redemption, and folemnly to. adore 
his goodnels in it, when he till purpoſes to 
be under the dominion of fin, and par- 
take largely of that guilt for which his 
Saviour died? All this 1s fo plainly con- 
tradictory to good ſenſe, integrity of 
manners, to goodneſs of heart and reve- 
rence for God, that words are want- 
ing to repreſent its extream folly and 
baſeneſs, and the danger as well as the 
ſinfulneſs of the practice. 

The form in which our Church cele- 
brates the Communion, renders this abuſe 
of it ſtill more conſpicuous. It is one of 
the beſt offices in our Liturgy : is worded 
in the beſt and fitteſt manner for raiſing 
the devotion of the communicants, and 

gain- 
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gaining their attention, and preparing 
their minds -to receive it with due rever- 
ence and regard. You join in the moſt ſo- 
lemn confeſſion and renunciation of your 
fins, in as ſolemn a declaration of your ab- 
horrence of them, in imploring the for- 
giveneſs and remiſſion of them, in Jeſus 
Chriſt, and in hoping and deſiring it only 
in his Name. You declare your faith in 
him, and ground your hope on his ſuffer- 
ing and death, as a full and ſufficient 
facrifice for the ſins of the whole world. 
You promiſe future obedience, and receive 
the Communion in remembrance of that 
ſacrifice, and as the pledge of that hope 
you have in Chriſt, as the ſeal and ratifi- 
cation of the covenant between God and 
you, of which he is Mediator. Laſtly, 
you join in the moſt folemn hymns 
of adoration, praiſe and thankſgivings, 
which the occaſion can inſpire, the heart 
conceive, or tongue can expreſs. This is 
the part that every communicant has in 
this ſolemn ſervice ; to be more particu- 


Jar in it at preſent is unneceſſary. Biſhop | 


Hoadley has gone thro' the whole in a 
| B 4 man- 
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manner that makes it needleſs for me, or 
any other, to attempt the ſame. His 


book on the Sacrament is well worth 


your reading ; and 1 hope one day or 
other will be the employment of your 
more ſerious hours. What i have obſerv- 
ed on the Office is ſufficient for my pur- 
poſe; to ſet in the ſtrongeſt light the 
baſeneſs, the folly, and extream danger 
of joining in it with a heart fo utterly un- 
prepared and diſqualified as I have above 
deſcribed. For this is to take it unworthi- 
ly ; when neither faith or obedience directs 
the heart to the diſcharge of that duty, but 
the whole is gone thro' with an unbecom- 
ing levity and diſregard to the purport of 
the Inſtitution, and the want of reverence 
to the preſence of that Being, whom we 
outwardly pretend the greateſt homage 
to by it. 

Yet I muſt caution you once more not 
to miſtake my meaning, as if the danger 
of an unguarded Communion was not, 
tho' perhaps not in the ſame degree, ap- 
plicable to all other parts of religious 
worſhip careleisly and unworthily per- 
formed; it mott certainly is. So there 
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is no argument can be brought to diſcou- 
rage an attendance upon the Communion, 
but what will have its weight, more or 
leſs, againſt all other religious duties, to 
the performance of which, people do not 


come with hearts well prepared thro, 


faith and obedience, and who tho' pre- 
ſent in body, are abſent in ſpirit and af- 
fection towards God. And whoever, as 
Dr. Clarke ſays, abſent themſelves on ac- 
count of their own unworthineſs from 
this or any other religious duty, would do 
well to conſider, that if their fins have 
diſqualified them from communion with 
God here; they are, if they die in that 
ſtate, more fully diſqualified for that 
much nearer communion with him in a 
future life, which in all likelihood will 
be the moſt joyful circumſtance of that 
blefled immortality. 

The introductory exhortation to the 
Communion Service ſets forth the quali- 


fication for a worthy receiving in this 


manner: Repent ye truly of your ins 
« poſt; have a lively and ſtedſaſt faith in 
% Chriſt our Saviour; amend your lives, 
«© ond be in perfect charity with all men; 
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„ fo ſhall ye be meet partakers of thoſe 
Holy myſteries.” Coming then to the 


Table with hearts ſo inclined, is receiv- 
ing the Communion worthily; conſe- 
quently wanting theſe qualifications of 
faith and obedience towards God, of love 
and charity towards our neighbours, and 
living a life of wilful and preſumptuous 
fin, without any delire or inclination to 
amendment, is that Temper and Diſpoſi- 
tion of mind, as makes this or any other 
religious duty highly unſuitable and in- 
decent, and makes that unhappy perſon 
who has it, a very unworthy communicant 
at all times. 


I have already faid enough concerning 


faith and obedience : but that truly Chri- 
ſtian virtue of love and charity towards 
our neighbour, ſhould not be wholly paſt 
over or neglected; for much depends 
upon our cultivating that happy diſpoſi- 
tion. It is truly Chri/tzan, as it is a vir- 
tue no where taught and commanded, no 
where made the vital part of a law, or 
enforced with ſuch a ſanction, as it is in 
the Goſpel of Chriſt. It is taught and 
commanded us as a duty, which in a great 


degree 


* * 
F * . * 2 
Z SN 
5 E 
J 
e e 


IST. KANE 
. 
88 
e pr ts 


A Letter to a Young Lady. 


degree muſt determine our future happi- 
neſs or miſery: it is enforced as a Temper 
and Diſpoſition of Mind neceſſary to make 
our prayers acceptable to God ; and we 
are given to hope for no pardon of our 
fins, but on that condition : it is, laſtly, 
recommended to us in the moſt affecting 
example given us by our Saviour himſelf, 
of his love towards us, in laying down 
his life moſt freely for our ſakes. On all 
theſe conſiderations it evidently appears 
to be a Temper of Mind moſt particu» 
larly ſuited to this Inſtitution, which 
commemorates his love and charity to 
mankind, that they prevail and influence 
our hearts; that no thoughts injurious 
to our neighbour, of envy, of uncharita- 
bleneſs, hatred, rancour, or revenge, have 
any place in our minds on this occaſion ; 
but that all be /ove, peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt; that we moſt ſincerely par- 
don and forgive all offences towards our- 
ſelves, even as God for Chriſt's ſake has 


forgiven us. 


Living then in obedience to God's 
laws; believing, obeying, and regarding 
him as our chiefeſt, our greateſt good; 

as 
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as the author of our being, and every de- 
gree of happineſs we enjoy; our parent, 
our ſovereign, and our common benefac- 
tor: the loving our neighbour as ourſelves: 
living inoffenſively towards all man- 
kind, doing juſtice, loving mercy, and the 
being as extenſively uſeful as our ſituation 
in life will admit of: the being chaſte, 
ſober and temperate in all things; be- 
having in all reſpects agreeable to our mo- 
ral character, and ſuitable to the real dig- 


nity of our natures: as theſe are the du- 


ties which God requires of us, and in 
which conſiſts the perfection of human 
nature, ſo are they the neceſſary requiſites 
to make this, or any other religious duty 
acceptable to him. 

But as human nature, in its preſent 
fallen ſtate, is incapable of a ſinleſs and 
unerring obedience; therefore God has 
mercifully declared, that he accepts our 


ſincere endeavours toward it, and has co- 


venanted to accept of an unfeigned re- 
pentance for paſt ſins, provided that it be 
the fruit of a ſtedfaſt faith in Jeſus Chriſt. 
For which reaſon the words of our ex- 


Hortation are not bring a faultleſs uner- 
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« ring obedience with jou; but * repent 
« ye truly of your ſins paſt, have a fledfaſt 
« faith in Chrift our Saviour, amend your 
6 Jive, &c.” Theſe are the terms upon 
which God has covenanted to grant us 


eternal life; and therefore theſe muſt 


ſufficiently qualify us, to be worthy par- 
takers of that Inſtitution which was gi- 


ven us as a pledge of his love, who hath 


ſecured the benefits thereof to us by his 
own blood: and conſequently, the great- 
eſt ſinner, if he accepts of theſe terms; 
that is, believes in Chriſt, repents fin- 
cerely of his ſins, and reſolves upon a 


. thorough amendment of his life, may 


ſafely, as well as worthily, receive the 

Holy Sacrament. | 
I ſhould not have ſaid ſo much to you 
on this head, if the damnatory clauſe in 
the beginning of the exhortation had not 
given great occaſion to much weak rea- 
ſoning, and many needleſs doubts and 
ſcruples on receiving the Lord's Supper. 
It is taken from St. Paul's firſt epiſtle to 
the Corinthians, and you there find the 
true occaſion on which that ſevere threat 
was denounced. The circumſtances in 
which 
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which the Corinthians were faulty, cannot 
poſſibly now, as the inſtitution is obſerv- 
ed, be drawn into practice by any com- 
municants; and any behaviour which is 
equally criminal, and can incur ſuch a 


dreadful accuſation and ſentence, I hope 


the moſt abandoned wretches can have no 
thought of. The author of the Plain Ac- 
count has ſet this matter in ſo clear a 
light, that it needs no further illuſtration. 


Could you have any heſitations or doubts 


concerning it, I would refer you to him; 
but one of your blameleſs life, and with 
your innocence. of mind, can .have no 
reaſon for ſcruples of this fort. Never- 
theleſs it is neceſſary even for you to 
reflect, that the juſt confidence, with 
which you may now diſcharge this, and 
all other religious duties, can only be ſe- 
cured to you by innocence and goodneſs 
of life: for a good hope is the reſult on- 


ly of a good conſcience : which if once 


wounded by wilful fin and diſobedience, 
is hardly ever recoverable. | That un- 
feigned affection, that fincere love 
which all good creatures muſt have for 
their Creator and common Parent, is 

turned 
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turned by fin into diſtruſt and fear. Re- 


ligious duties grow irkſome to every ſin- 
ner: No one loves the preſence of them 
whom they have offended, much leſs of 
him, who can fo ſeverely puniſh their 
offences: Nay even where no puniſh- 
ment is feared, the ſenſe of guilt is often 
known to make the preſence of a parent 
or a friend intolerably painful. No won- 
der then, if the preſence of an offended 
God ſhould be dreadful and full of terror 
to every finner. Such an unhappy change 
does fin occaſion in the human affections : 


it alienates us from that, which even here 


ſhould be the chief object of our love, as 
it muſt be the chief ſource of the happi- 
neſs we ſhall enjoy hereafter; and ſo far 
begins that unhappy ſtate of final exclu- 
ſion from God's preſence, which, if un- 
repented of, it effectually ends in. This 
the beſt ſhould often have in mind: for 
I am certain, the apprehenſion of ſo dread- 
ful a change, will be no mean ſecurity to a 

life of religion and virtue. | 
In regard to a formal preparation for 
receiving the Sacrament, much practiſed. 
and thought very eſſential to a worthy 
recep- 
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reception of it; as none ſhould be blamed 


for practiſing that which they may find 
uſeful to themſelves, I will not object to 
their continuing in ſuch a practice © Yet 
it is what I never would recommend. 
All forms, of themſelves, are too apt to 
grow habitual, and to be practiſed me- 
chanically ; and when that becomes the 
caſe, they often are miſtaken for the 
eſſential parts of religion: And I wiſh, 
in this one inſtance, that courſe of pre- 
paration which is gone thro', ſome few 
days before our great feſtivals, does not 
occaſion ſuch a reliance on its ſufficiency, 
as to make people eaſy under a care- 
leſs and irreligious life, for the reſt of the 
year, I always thought a good life the 
beſt preparation : The next undoubtedly 
is, a ſincere repentance. A religious turn 
of mind, habitually accuſtomed to think 
of God and the duties of Religion, and to 
act accordingly, is the only preparation 
I recommend to you, and for which 
purpoſe I am now writing, to lay the 
foundation of an habitual preparation, 
which will ſuperſede the neceſſity of a 
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formal one. But this I fear is not ge- 
nerally the caſe,' and people want to 
have their thoughts often recalled to 
theſe important ſubjects. Thoſe who do, 
I ſhould rather recommend to our beſt 
writers on this ſubject, Barrow, Tillotſon, 
Clark, and Hoadly, than to any of thoſe 
manuals of devotion, which are com- 
monly made uſe of on this occaſion ; for 
they are generally weak performances, 
rather deſigned to raiſe an enflamed, ec- 
ſtatic devotion, than to edify and inſtruct : 
but ſome of the Sermons of theſe great 
writers, carefully read at proper times, 
well conſidered, and frequently thought 
over, may be of ſignal ſervice to you 
throughout your life. Frequent meditation 
is neceſſary to a religious life ; for Reli- 
gion, no more than any art or ſcience, is 
to be caught by a caſual view, We muſt 
often think on that which we would be 
perfect in; and no points ſo worthy our 
thoughts, as thoſe, of God and of reli- 
gion: but it is neceſſary we think rightly 
of both, elſe we may fall into enthuſiaſm 
and ſuperſtition. The beſt ſecurity a- 
gainſt this, is the ſtudy of the Scriptures 

5 them- 
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themſelves, with the aſſiſtance of the 
writings of the ableſt men, ſuch as 
have already recommended; and to whom 
I now ſhall refer you for fuller and 
better inſtruction in this particular Inſti- 
tution. 
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PART 


| AVING fo often inſiſted upon 

Faith, as an effential requiſite to 
the receiving of the Sacrament in an ef- 
fectual and worthy manner; I hope it 
will not be thought by you an unſeafonable 
lengthning out of this trouble, if I give 
you ſome ſhort account of that Faith 
which is required, and of that reaſonable 


evidence upon which it is eſtabliſhed. 


All prayer or worſhip implies the be- 
lief of God, to whom that prayer is ad- 
dreſſed. It ſuppoſes that there is a Being 
of infinite power, wiſdom, and goodneſs; 

C 2 _— 


and who is every where preſent to hear 
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our addreſſes to him, whether of praiſe or 
thankſgiving, for what we enjoy, or of 
ſupplication and petition for what we ſtand 
in need of ; who is ready to relieve us in 
all our neceſſities, who knows what is 
beſt and fitteſt for us, and is, thro' his 


almighty power, able to anſwer all the 


purpoſes of his wiſdom and goodneſs. 
And this Faith or Belief is no more than 
the natural reſult of our reaſoning facul- 


ties, engaged in the conſidering and re- 


flecting on the wonders of the viſible 
world, the beauty, order and deſign of all 
things therein contained, which demon- 
ſtrate them to be the work of ſuch a Being 
as we call God, and conſequently the cer- 
tainty of his exiſtence ; from which flow 
the knowledge of our relation, duties and 
obligations towards him, as our Creator, 
Lord, and Supreme Governor ; in which 
conſiſts that which, in contra- diſtinction 
to Revealed, is called Natural Religion. 

In like manner, praying to God th.o' 
Chriſt, as his Son, our Saviour, Mediator, 
and Redeemer, implies, that we believe 
in him as ſuch; it ſuppoſes that we have 
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as full an aſſurance that he is the Divine 
Perſon appointed by God for thoſe offices, 
as that there is a God at all; elſe our 
praying to God in his name, and perform- 
ing religious acts, in memory of that diſ- 
penſation, is a ſinful and unpardonable 
affront to that all-ſeeing God we worſhip ; 
and our prayer, in that caſe, ** muft become 
& An. And as our faith in God himſelf is 
founded in, and proceeds from, the juſt- 
eſt reaſonings human nature is capable of, 
fo this has no leſs ſure a foundation, it 
being the reſult of a revelation from God. 
Now whatever is revealed to us from God, 
as he neither can deceive, or himſelf be 
deceived, (his knowledge and goodneſs 
being both infinite) that muſt be moſt 
certainly true; tho! it be a truth, or may 
contain truths, which our reaſon of itſelf 
could not have taught us, or furniſhed us 
with. To deny this, would be to ſay, 
that our faculties are equal to God's, to 
comprehend all knowledge; or elſe, what 
is ſtill as abſurd, that his knowledge is 
confined and limited to the narrow extent 
of the human underſtanding. 
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But then the queſtion naturally ariſes, 
how ſhall we know whether this is a re- 


velation from God or not? For this we 


ought to have full and reaſonable fatis- 


faction of; elſe we are liable to number- 


leſs frauds and impoſtures; ſuch as have 
actually been practiſed under ſuch . 
tences in almoſt every age. 

The anſwer to this is, that as it can- 
not be denied but that God may reveal 
himſelf to mankind, ſo there muſt be 
ſuch diſtinguiſhing marks and characters 
attending that revelation, whenſoever he 
gives it, that no one, who with an honeſt 
and upright attention examines into it, 


can miſtake it for the artifices of human 


invention: for it is not conſiſtent with 
God's wiſdom and goodneſs, whilſt man- 
kind have ſuch good feaſon for ſup- 
poſing a revelation from him poffible, that 
he ſhould give one with ſuch ſlight evi- 
dence for its truth, as to create a juſt ſuſ- 
picion; or ſuffer fraud and impoſture ta 
bear all thoſe diſtinguiſhing marks and 
characters of a true revelation, which 
one from him is capable of bearing. We 


may therefore be ture, that where thoſe 
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diſtinguiſhing marks and characters fully 
appear, that, that which they are brought 
to confirm, is a true revelation, and that 
attention to it, and obedience, is required 
of all to whom it is made, as ſuch. 

Now theſe diſtinguiſhing marks and 
characters by which a divine revelation 
may be known, are of two forts; the 
one internal, the other external. The 
internal mark or character is, that it be 
a revelation, in all reſpects, worthy of 
God : the external, that they who are 
the teachers of it produce ſuch evidence 
of their divine miſſion, or that they are 
appointed by God for that purpoſe, as no 
one, unaſſiſted by divine power, can be 
capable of producing. 

The Evidence for the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, when brought to the teſt, in both 
theſe points, will appear very ſatisfactory. 


Firſt; To prove a revelation worthy of 


God, it muſt be ſhewn to have an end in 
view, which is ſuitable to his known wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs : the means by which 
that end is to be accompliſhed muſt ap- 
pear alſo to be the moſt ſuitable to the 


end deſigned: the doctrine it enforces 
C 4 muſt 
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muſt be pure and uncorrupt, agreeable 
to the divine nature, and conſiſtent with 
all his perfections: and not even in 
points of mere revelation, muſt it contra- 
dict ſuch known truths as God has diſ- 
covered to us by the light of reaſon : for 


| it is well obſerved, that all our intellec- 


tual knowledge has God for its ſource ; 
he having. given us that diſcernment by 
which we diſtinguiſh truth from falſe- 
hood, good from evil, poſſibilities from 
impoſſibilities. Therefore God cannot 
give us a revelation which can contradict 
the faculties by which theſe are diſcerned, 
for that would be to cohtradict himſelf : 
but, nevertheleſs, he may reveal ſuch 
things to us concerning his own nature, 
and other points, as much above our 
comprehenſion, which, tho' they lie far 
beyond our finite capacities to judge of, 
yet, as they make part of a revelation 


certainly from him, muſt be true in 


themſelves, as much as if they lay with- 
in the compaſs of our judgment. Theſe 
are the neceſſary requiſites to prove a re- 
velation worthy of God. 


The 
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The end for which the revelation by 
Chriſt was given, was the ſalvation of 
mankind ; the reſtoring him to that per- 
fect ſtate of happineſs and immortality, 
which the Scriptures teach us, that Adam 
loſt by his diſobedience. | 

It is certain, that whoever ſeriouſly re- 
flets upon human nature in its preſent 
ſtate, muſt confeſs, that it is no ways an- 
ſwerable to thoſe ideas of perfection and 
goodneſs, which all other parts of nature 
inconteſtedly afford us. All other crea- 
tures but man, anſwer in every circum- 
ſtance, the purpoſes of their creation : we 
ſee no ſpecies in animal or vegetable life 
which contradict this obſervation ; all 
throughout is regular and perfect: we 
cannot then, I think, doubt but man 
was originally ſo too, however now he 1s 
fallen from that ſtate. God having pe- 
culiarly diſtinguiſhed him from the reſt 
of the animal world, by giving him a 
rational ſoul, it evidently appears that he 
deſigned him for greater and better pur- 
poſes than his other creatures: he deſign- 
ed undoubtedly, that the rational prin- 
ciple ſhould guide his actions; that his 
| leſſer 


* 
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leſſer faculties ſhould be all ſubſervient to 
it; and that his will ſhould be invariably 
directed by it, to the purſuit of that hap- 
pineſs to which he was intended: for cer- 
tainly to much happineſs was he ori- 
ginally deſigned ; elſe God had not plant- 
ed in him ſuch ſtrong deſires towards it, 


or ſuch a propenſity to purſue * beyond 


the reſt of the creation. 

But what is it we ſee inſtead of this re- 
gular ſcene of things, where man like 
other beings, is ſuppoſed to purſue the 
great end of his creation? What 1s the 
reality of things? Nothing but diſorder 
and confuſion, a fatal reverſe of all the 


good which Providence could have de- 


ſigned to make him happy. Inſtead of 
men acting with one uniform, conſiſtent 
behaviour, as conducted by a rational 
principle to the purſuit of their own 
good ; with reverence towards God, and 
affection towards each other; we ſee 
them fatally counteracting, as it were, 
his providence, in bringing miſery on 
themſelves and others, by luſts and in- 
temperance, acts of violence and fraud, 
oppreſſions, rapines, murders ; turning 

| the 
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the world, deſigned by. God for a place 
of happineſs and peace, into a ſcene of 
miſery and deſolation. We ſee too in 
the beſt of men a fatal inability to purſue 
regularly that uniform conduct fo neceſ- 
ſary to true happineſs ; ſome prevailing 
paſſion gives a wrong turn to their minds, 
and makes them do many thingsinconſiſt- 
ent with their own good or with their 
moral character? moſt are entirely govern- 
ed by them, and conſequently act with 
no regular principle at all ; are careleſs of 


their greateſt good, yet diligent in trifles: 


are ſenſible of no duty, no intereſt : have 
nothing but a preſent gratification in 
view: and reflect not thro' their whole 
lives, that they were deſigned for higher 
or better purpoſes. 

How ſhall we reconcile this view of 
things with the infinite perfections of 
God, if we ſuppoſe thjs * to have been 

man's 

* If man's original ſtate is allowed to haye been 
perfect, as our preſent condition js a fallen and cor- 
rupted one; it adds a great degree of evidence to 


that account which Moſes has given us of our whole 
ſpecies being derived from the firſt human pair : for 


ſuppoſing the world to have been peopled from a ſin- 
gle 


43 


A Letter to a Yaung Lady. 


Man's original ſtate ? —So little able are 
we to do it, that we ſhould naturally 
conclude it otherwiſe, had revelation 
been ſilent on that head! That by one 
© * man ſin entered, into the world, and 

ce death 


gle pair, a general corrupted ſtate muſt, in conſe- 


quence of their diſobedience, have deſcended to their 
poſterity, as proceeding from a corrupted ſtock. 


* Whatever difficulties attend the particular cir- 
cumſtances of man's fall, as related by Moſes, yet 
the general intent and purport of that revelation is 
very clear and intelligible, and the whole we are con- 
cerned to underſtand may be reconciled to our beſt 
apprehenſions of God. The man and woman are 
both placed in a happy immortal ſtate: their life and 
every bleſſing of it, is the free gift of God. The 
conditions on which they hold this ſtate are a per- 
fect unerring obedience : but what are they to do, to 
give proof of this obedience, ſince, in their ſolitary 
fituation, they could have no room for the exerciſe of 
moral duties, or any temptation to deviate from them? 
Why, God in lieu of theſe, to try and exerciſe their 
obedience, gives them one poſitive command, and 
forewarns them of the penalty of their tranſgreſſion: 
but nevertheleſs they are tempted to tranſgreſs it, 
and fall; and are turned out from that happy ſtate; 
and they are left to all the conſequences of their wil- 
ful diſobedience, There is nothing in all this incon- 
ſiſtent with God's wiſdom and goodneſs, Whatever 
the command conſiſted in, alters not the matter: in 

" one 
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e death by Sin, is the ſum of what 
that teaches us, both in regard to man's 
fall, and of its miſerable ' conſequences 
upon human nature.-Miſerable indeed! 
To ſee a creatyre of ſo excellent a nature, 
and ſeemingly, ſuited to the enjoyment 
of a happy ſtate, made ſubject to ſo many 
infirmities both of body and mind, to ſo 
many wants and neceſſities, and to ſo 
much pain and miſery : to ſee a creature 
indued with ſuch large, extenſive, rational 
powers for the diſtinguiſhing that which 
is its chief good, and what is beſt and 
moſt ſuitable to its nature, under natural 
incapacities to purſue that end, and be- 
coming the vaſſal and drudge to fin thro' 
the prevalence of the animal affections, 
and following that which is moſt averſe 


to the end of his being, and the moſt de- 


one circumſtance however it was of a moral nature, as 
obedience to it required the full exerciſe of their ra- 
tional powers over the appetites of their bodies; and 
in that light was ſuitable to their nature as rational 
beings. And taking this poſitive command as in- 
tended to ſupply the room of moral duties, which 
they had neither opportunity to practiſe or tranſgreſs, 
it is no more inconſiſtent with God's goodneſs to 
puniſh the tranſgreſſion of it, than that of any moral 
duty, 

ſtructive 
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ſtructive of his happineſs ; and theſe na- 


tural incapacities, with theſe propenſities 


to ſin, all aggravated by the prevalence 
of cuſtom, ill example and bad education, 
the acquired vices of the age; by idolatry 
and falſe religion, or elſe. a ſuperſtitious 


worſhip in a true one: and to conclude 
this melancholy view, to behold this 


noble creature (for ſuch he is even in his 


fall) at laſt, after a ſhort life of pain and 


miſery, devoted finally to death, and even 


that made more painful to him by his 
fore-knowledge of itz which embitters 


all the good his fallen ſtate has left him to 
enjoy ! Can we look on man in this light, 


and not hope for God's interpoling mercy 
in his favour; nor ſee that his recovery 
from this miſerable ſtate, is no more than 
what his goodneſs and wiſdom have taught 
us to expect? If we cannot; if the infi- 
nite perfections of God teach us to expect 
this; then the end for which Chriſt came 
into the world being to redeem mankind 
from this ſtate, there can lie no reaſonable 
objection to Chriſtianity upon that ac- 
count. 


Secondly; 
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Secondly ; The ſecond requilite to prove 
this a true revelation from God, was, * 
that the means were ſuch as were fitteſt 
and moſt ſuitable to anſwer the end de- 
ſigned, 

The end deſigned was the ſalvation of 
mankind from that general ſentence of 


death, to which Adam and his whole poſ- 


terity, in conſequence of it, were con- 
demned, and reſtoring them to that ſtate 
of perfect and endleſs bliſs which was 
forfeited by his diſobedience. 

It is plain, from the account which 
Mojes has left us, that Adam was not in 
his perfect ſtate, by nature, immortal ; but 
only, that he would have been ſo, by the 


The almighty power of God ſuffers us not to 
doubt but that he might have reſtored mankind to their 
former perfect ſtate, by other means than ſending his 
Son into the world for that purpoſe ; but that does not 
affect the certainty of his having choſen this method. 
There are many circumſtances in the natural world 
which we do not ſee the reaſon of, neither can we 
judge, why the ſame ends they produce might not have 
been anſwered by other means; but neverthelefs we 
rightly conclude, that as the whole is the work of in- 
finite wiſdom, That has choſen in the formation of it 
ſuch means as are moſt ſuitable to the end—Why 
thould we not think as favourable of the Chriſtian 
diſpenſation ? 

grace 
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grace and gift of God, had he continued 
ſtedfaſt in his obedience. | 


From this conſideration it n 


follows, that as immortality could only 
be ſecured by a perfect, unerring obedi- 
ence, ſo cannot that ſtate be recoverable 
to mankind (according to the ſeverity of 
God's juſtice) but by the ſame means. 

It need not be added, even to one as 
little inexperienced in human nature, as 
yourſelf, that the beſt muſt fall ſhort of 
fulfilling theſe conditions; and conſe- 
quently that man can do nothing of him- 
ſelf towards reinſtating himſelf in that 
eſtate which Adam loſt by his tranſgreſ- 
fion. But what man could not do for 
himſelf, that God did for him, by ſending 
his Son into the world ; who became a 
mediator, by his death, of a new cove- 
nant, which, inſtead of making immortal 
life the reward only of an unerring, per- 
fect obedience, gave it freely to all who 
would accept it thro' repentance and faith 


in Jeſus Chriſt. 


We cannot but here obſerve the wiſ- 
dom of God in both diſpenſations. Of 


— in his perfect exalted ſtate, he re- 
quired 
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| quired a fixed, perpetual, unerring obe- 


dience: to his poſterity in their fallen, 
corrupted ſtate, he offers his grace, on 
conditions more ſuitable to it ; he accepts 
of their endeavours, as obedience, and 
gives them the promiſe of eternal life, on 
the eaſy terms of a ſincere repentance and 
faith in his ſon Jeſus Chriſt. So that the 
means for attaining immortality, are now 
as much in our own power, as they were 
in that of our firſt parents. 

Nor can we leſs admire his Wiſdom in 
this diſpenſation ; in that he has ſo effec- 
tually vindicated the purity of his Nature, 
and his inflexible Juſtice, in accepting 
of no leſs atonement for the fins of man- 
kind than the ſacrifice of his Son on the 
croſs: for by this, his unalterable hatred 
to ſin, as well as his infinite love to man- 
kind, 1s ſo clearly manifeſted, that infinite 
juſtice and mercy are fully reconciled, and 
the latter exalted to the higheſt degree 
without the leaſt impairing or diminution 
of the former. Neither thro' any other 


means, could grace have been offered to 


mankind, which could ſo effectually have 
n ſin, than theſe which God 
D made 
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made uſe of: a general, unconditional 


pardon might have had fatal effects; have 1 


made them careleſs and remiſs in their 
obedience; have given them wrong no- 
tions of the mercy of God, derogatory to 
the purity of his nature; and made them 
preſume on his lenity to their deſtruction. 
And on the other hand, to have made the 
conditions of eternal life ſtill dependant 
on their own works, would have made 
the death of Chriſt of no effect, and ſtill 
have left them under the rigor of Adam's 
condemnation. But making them de- 
pendant on the perfect obedience of Chriſt, 
and the merits of his death, anſwers, as 
I have obſerved, all thoſe ends which in— 
finite wiſdom could purpoſe in this diſ- 
penſation. 

That no means too might be left, that 
could further this end; that idolatry, 
ſuperſtition, and vice, might be driven 
out of the world; Chriſt made the fulleſt 
and cleareſt diſcoveries of God, his moral 
perfections, and his gracious purpoſes and 


conduct towards mankind, that could poſ- 


ſibly be: he taught them his law, 
the unerring and unalterable law of 


righte- 
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righteouſneſs and truth, in the moſt per- 
fect manner; the moral obligation they 
lay under to obſerve it ; and ſtrengthened 
and enforced the obſervance of it with the 
ſanction of eternal rewards and puniſh- 
ments: to add to all, for an encourage- 
ment to the practice of a virtuous, religi- 
ous life, he promiſed the aſſiſting influence 
of his Holy Spirit, to all who ſincerely 
deſired and endeavoured to attain it. 

I will not either ſpend your time or my 
own, in endeavouring to prove, what even 
its worſt enemies have acknowledged, 
that the moral doctrines of Chriſt are moſt 
excellent, and worthy of God; nor ſhall 
I enter into the more myſterious points 
of this revelation, any farther than to aſ- 


ſert, that there are none that contradict 


any known truths, that are diſcovered by 
the light of reaſon. Some few indeed 
are inexplicable ; but they are ſo by bear- 
ing relation to ſubjects much beyond our 
finite capacities; ſuch are the divinity of 
the Son, his incarnation, the merits of 
his ſatisfaction; the perſon and office of 
the Holy Spirit; and the reſurrection of 
the body; all which we can have no- 
1 thing 
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thing but our own ignorance to oppoſe to, 
till we know the pure eſſence of God, as 


well as our own nature, can fathom his 
eternal wiſdom, and comprehend all the 
ſeveral laws by which he governs both 


the moral and natural world : and there- 


fore we ought not, on that account, to 
reject a revelation which, in all things 
beſides, is proved ſo excellent, and fo 
worthy of God. | 

But although this revelation is proved 
in every circumſtance worthy of God, yet 
that is not ſufficient evidence, of itſelf, 
that it comes from God. Socrates, Plato, 
and other great philoſophers amongſt the 
antients, have delivered many important 
truths relating to the Deity, to religion, 
and a future ſtate, not unworthy of a 
divine revelation : yet no one ſuppoſes 
that either Socrates or the reſt were com- 
miſtioned by God to teach them, nor did 


they pretend themſelves to any commiſ- 
fion from him. There muſt therefore 


be ſufficient evidence that the perſon, who 
pretends to a divine commiſſion, is ſent 
trom God, before he ought to be received 
as ſuch, let the revelation he gives, be ever 
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ſo perfect and worthy of him from whom 
it is preſumed to come. And there are 
but two ways this evidence can be made 
ſatisfactory ; either by foretelling future 


events, which depend on contingencies, . 


which nene but infinite knowledge can 
poſſibly foreſee; or elſe by performing 
ſuch miracles as no power leſs than that 
of God can poſſibly effect. On the other 
hand, a perſon who aſſumes the character 
of a meſſenger from God, and has the 
power of producing ſuch credentials, 
ought to be received as ſuch, by all to 
whom he is ſent ; provided his doctrine, 
in no one circumſtance, denies any known 
truth, and is agrecable to the goodneſs 
and wiſdom of God in all reſpects. 

The evidence which our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt gave that he came from God, in 
both kinds, is ſuch as no art could coun— 
terfeit ; no human ability, I may ſay, no 
finite power, was able to accomplith. 

In regard to Prophecy : his knowledge 
of future events was ſo determinate and 
exact, ſo much above the powers of any 
finite being, that it is impoſſible, when 
we conſider the many various inſtances 


5 he 
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he gave of his fore-knowledge of con- 
tingent events, 2. e. ſuch as had no de- 
pendance on natural cauſes, but were to 
be effected by the free agency of men, 


and were often contrary to probability and 


the natural courſe of their conduct; but 


that we muſt allow, that he could have 
derived this knowledge from no other 
ſource than from the unerring wiſdom of 
God himſelf. —One inſtance or two will 
be fully ſatisfactory. 

That he ſhould ſuffer death through 


the malice of the Jews was an event, 


which the knowledge of their hatred to 


him, and the diſpoſition of their minds 
towards him, together with their frequent 
attempts upon his life before, might give 
him juſt ground of reaſon to apprehend : 
it was a probable event. But that the 
rulers of the Jews ſhould chuſe to have 
him condemned to the death of the croſs, 
a Roman puniſhment, rather than to ſtone 
him themſeives, according to their own 
law againſt blaſphemy, and inſtead of 
that, ſhould deliver him up to the Roman 
governor to be tried and condemned by 


him; that one of his own diſciples ſhould 


betray 
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betray him, another deny him, and all 
forſake him; were circumſtances at that 
time ſo little probable to happen, that 
the fore-knowledge of them was greatly 
beyond the reach of human comprehen- 
ſion. | 

Another inſtance of the ſame kind, 
was his foretelling, and ſo minutely de- 
ſcribing the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and 
the final diſſolution of the Jeu ſtate : 
an event at that time moſt improbable; 
the Jews living then in peaceable ſubjec- 
tion to the Roman government, and Herod, 
the Tetrarch, being particularly favoured 
at the Roman court. Vet this prophecy 
was ſo literally fulfilled, that it rather 
looks like the relation of a paſt event 
than the prediction of one which was to 
come. 

Yet what ſtill more clearly evidenced 
the truth of his divine commitiion, or to 


ſpeak more truly, his Divinity, was, that 


certain knowledge he had of mens molt 
inward and ſecret thoughts, which necd- 
ed no utterance of ſpeech for communi- 
cating them to him. Many remarkable 


_ inſtances of this kind occur in the got- 
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pels, but none more remarkable than in 
his laſt converſation with his diſciples be- 
fore his death ; when they, aſtoniſhed at 
this evidence of his divinity, ſaid, Now 
are we ſure that thou knoweſt all things, 
and needęſt not that any man ſhould aſk 
thee. By this we believe that thou ca- 
meſt forth from God. 

But the evidence from prophecy does 
by no means reſt here: the teſtimony of 
his divine commiſſion from thence, has a 
more ſure foundation in the Prophets of 
the Old Teſtament ; who have all, from 
M72jes down to the return from the firſt 
captivity, more or lefs, concurred in 
bearing witneſs to him, by deſcrib- 
ing prophetically the character, office, 
birth, ſufferings, and death of the Meſſiab 
fo particularly, as perfectly to agree in 
every circumſtance with his life, and have 
their full completion in it. 

The moſt remarkable and cleareſt pro- 
phecies relating wo him were delivered by 
 Tjaiah before, and by Daniel after, the 
captivity: the latter marking out the 
exact time of his appearance, and of his 
death, (that by the prediction, the Jews 
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might know when to expect their Meſſiab) 
and fixing the period of their ſtate, from 
the return from Babylon to its final diſſo- 
lution : the former, as particularly pre- 
dicting his miraculous birth, his humilia- 
tion, his ſufferings and death, and deſcri- 
bing every minute circumſtance relating 
to it with an hiſtorical niceneſs, which 


nothing but the fore-knowledge of God 


could have made him capable of. David 
alſo, in the twenty ſecond-Pſalm, enlarg- 
ing on his own diſtreſſes and the injurious 
treatment he met with from his enemies, 
allegorizes his own ſufferings in ſuch 
terms, as make them a literal deſcription 
of our Saviour's ſufferings upon the croſs. 
But this 1s not the only Pſalm wherein 
that king, who himſelf, in ſome circum- 


ſtances of his life, was ſuppoſed to be 


the type of Jeſus Chriſt, had given, under 
his own perſon, very clear and diſtinct 
predictions both of the Meſſiab and his 
kingdom. 


Now when we lay all the evidence 


from prophecy together, both in regard 


of what our Saviour delivered himſelf, and 
what the prophets had delivered concern- 


ing 
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ing him; it muſt be confeſſed, that the 
evidence of his coming from God, is as 
clear and undeniable as prophecy could 
poſſibly make it. 

Secondly, * In regard to 1 the 
evidence which our Saviour gave from 


* It has been objected to the evidence ariſing from 


miracles, that it is difficult to ſay © what a real mi- 


racle is,” and therefore, that they are not ſo ſatisfac- 
tory credentials for a revelation coming from God, as 
is commonly imagined. But this objection, I think, 
is of no weight, even if we define a miracle only to 
be that which is above the #nown natural powers of 
man to effect; as curing blindneſs by a word, raiſing 
the dead, and ſo on: for if they are above natural 


powers, they muſt be the operations either of good 


or evil ſpiritual beings, if not of God: if of good, 
they would not give their aſſiſtance to what was not 
both good and true; they would not make uſe of 
their ſuperior powers to eſtabliſh a fraud in the name 
of God: if of evil ſpirits, we cannot ſuppoſe that 
God would permit them to exert ſuch powers in his 


name; or indeed would they be willing to do it for 


ſuch ends, which if effected muſt deſtroy, as our Sa- 
viour declares, what is in ſcripture termed their Fing- 


dom, their dominion over mankind. It is therefore 


of no great conſequence, whether our Saviour's mi- 
racles were the effects of a finite or infinite ſuperna- 
tural power, fince if (50d was not the immediate 
agent, yet they were wrought either by his permiſſion 
or appointment. But ſome of them, as J have ob- 
ſerved, were of ſuch a nature, as no power inferior 


to that of God could poſſibly effect. 
I thence 
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thence that he was ſent from God, falls 


not at all ſhort of that conviction which 


prophecy has afforded. The repeated mi- 
racles he wrought, being ſuch as were be- 
yond any power, but that of the God of 
nature, to perform. He, by a ſingle 
word, cured the ſick, healed bodily infir- 
mities, reſtored the lame and blind to 
their limbs and fight, lunaticks to their 
underſtandings, raiſed the dead, diſpoſ- 
ſeſſed men of evil ſpirits, (who molt pro- 
bably were permitted at that time to ex- 
ert an unuſual power over ſome men, in 


order to convince the world by their ſub- 


jection to his word, that they had no pow- 
ers but what were ſubjected to the uncon- 
troulable power of God, and to refute the 
calumny of his enemies, who aſcribed 
his miracles to the agency of evil ſpirits ;) 
and all theſe miracles were wrought, not 
ſeldom, or in ſecret, or at fixed times, 


or in any method that could reaſonably 


create {uſpicion ; but in the midſt of hun- 
dreds of people, gathered together to hear 
his doctrine, or receive his divine aſſiſt- 
ance ; in the publick ways, and upon 
indifferent people, juſt as he caſually lit 


upon 
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upon them, or they happened to offer 
themſelves unto him : in the face too of 
enemies as well as friends ; before them 
who followed him merely to enſnare him, 


or to diſcover any impoſition or fraud, 


that might by the diſcovery, conduce to 
the undeceiving the people, and the bring- 


ing him to juſtice as a deluder and im- 


poſtor. But fo far, it is evident, were 
they from making any ſuch diſcoveries, 
that the miracles he wrought, were ſo ap- 
parently the works of a ſupernatural pow- 
er, that they could not deny it, but choſe 
rather to attribute them to the operation 
of evil ſpirits, than to that holy one, 
which if allowed, they would have con- 
ſequently acknowledged him to be the 


Chriſt. : 
It is undeniable, that many frauds and 


impoſtures have been carried on ſo art- 
fully, that it has been very difficult to 
diſcover the cheat; and that an ignorant 
and undiſcerning multitude are eaſily im- 
poſed on in many inſtances : many diſ- 
orders have been counterfeited, diſtor- 
tions of the limbs, blindneſs, deafneſs, 


poſſeſſions, and lunacies, to give credit 


to 
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and were all that are related of our Sa- 
"7 viour of that kind which were poſſible 
to be the effect of fraud or deſign, it 
would be reaſonable to ſuſpend one's be- 
lief, and doubt ; but when moſt of them 
were out of human power to counterfeit, 
were manifeſtly the works of a ſuperna- 
tural agency, they give credit to thoſe 
of a more doubtful nature. Of this kind 
was the miracle which our Saviour twice 
- wrought in the wilderneſs in feeding a 
hungry multitude, to the number of ſe- 
veral thouſands, upon two loaves and a 
few ſmall fiſh, the ſcanty proviſion made 
for himſelf and followers. This was a 
miracle of that nature, as was not poſſi- 
ble to be wrought by any ſupernatural 
power but that of God, for it muſt be 
effected by an act of creation, of which 
> no finite, created being can be thought 
5 capable: nor could it be the effect of 
fraud or deluſion; for the particular cir- 
cumſtances of it exclude all poſſibility of 
ſuch an attempt: the multitude muſt be 
ſenſible whether they really had ſufficient 
food or no; and altho' they might not 
know 
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know exactly the ſmallneſs of the quan- 
tity out of which that proviſion was pro- 
duced, as well as Chriſt and his diſciples, 
yet they muſt know, that twelve or thir- 
teen men could not have brought pro- 
viſion into the wilderneſs ſufficient to 
have ſatisfied one tenth of their number, 
and if they could, could not have poſſibly 
conveyed it there ſecretly enough not to 
be diſcovered. | 
Another miraculous power he exerted, 
which was as unexceptionably derived to 
him from God as the former, was that of 
raiſing the dead to life. Sickneſs may be 
counterfeited, as well as lunacy and other 
bodily infirmities, but death, which is a 
total ſeparation of ſoul and body, does not 
admit of ſo eaſy an impoſition. It is true, 
ſudden trances carry the reſemblance of 
death, and may be miſtaken for it; and 
it may be ſuſpected, that the Relations to 


the ſuppoſed dead may have been in a 


conſpiracy to impoſe, by a falſe miracle, 


on the world, in favour of our Saviour; | 


tho' I think of the three inſtances given of 
this kind, there are no circumſtances that 


can countenance any ſuſpicion in either. 
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one was a Ruler's daughter, and it cannot 


1 Fr be ſuſpected, on account of his 
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rank, that he ſhould join in, or even con- 
nive at ſuch a fraud; tho' much ſtreſs has 
been laid on its being performed in pri- 
vate. The widow's ſon was raiſed in the 
moſt public manner, amidit a multitude 
of people, who had opportunities to ob- 
| ſerve if the child were really dead or not: 
and Lazarus, before our Saviour came 
nigh the place where he had lived, had 
been dead and buried four days. There 
is no ground for ſuſpicion of fraud in any 
of theſe caſes, particularly in the laſt, 
which ought to affect the reality of the 
miracle: yet where there is a degree of 
poſſibility, it does not amount to that 
certainty of evidence which is for my 
purpoſe : but the one I am now about to 
mention, has all that certainty I want, and 
is the moſt undeniable teſtimony of a 
divine agency, that God could poſſibly 
give; I * mean the Reſurrection of Jeſus 
himſelf. 


He 
* It may appear abſurd, that amongſt the inſtances 


of Chriſt's power to raiſe the dead, his own reſurrec- 
tion 


——̃ — — —— = 


A Letter to a Young Lady. 
He had been publickly executed as a 


malefactor on the croſs : and it cannot be 
doubted, that they who procured his 
death, took care that the execution 
ſhould be effectually performed. Beſides, 
it carries as little doubt, that the Ru- 
lers who procured a guard for the ſepul- 
chre, and ſealed it with their ſeals, to 
prevent fraud or violence, ſhould take 
care to ſee that both the body was dead 
and ſecurely laid within it: common pru- 
dence required it, as well as the other 
precautions they had taken. So, that 
Jeſus was really dead and buried in the 
ſepulchre, is a fact that theſe very pre- 
cautions have put beyond all contradic- 
tion. 

Now we find, notwithſtanding all 
theſe precautions againſt either fraud or 
violence, the body miſſing early in the 
morning on the third day; the guard, 


tion ſhould be introduced; but it will be removed if 
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our Saviour's own declaration on it is but conſidered, 


« That God had given him power both to lay down his | 


« life and to take it up again,” and that therefore his 


reſurrection ſhould be looked on as the exertion of | 


that power in himſelf. 
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who fled frightened from the ſepulchre, 
gave no ſatisfactory account how it was 
removed; nor does it appear that the 
Rulers took any farther notice of its re- 


moyal, than to caution the guard not to 


alarm the people with their ſuſpicions, or 
the circumſtances of their flight, but to 
give out, that it was ſtolen whilſt they 
were aſleep. Had they really had reaſon 
for that ſuſpicion, it had been eaſy for 
them, by ſeizing on the diſciples, to have 
got at the truth; but their conduct 
ſhews, that they were afraid of inquiring 
into it. It is true that the evidence for 
the reſurrection depends ſolely on the 
teſtimony of his diſciples, he having ap- 
peared to none but them; all that the 
rulers or the guard could know, being, 
that the body in fact was gone. But the 
teſtimony that theſe were enabled to give 
was ſuch a one, that his appearing to the 
whole Sanhedrim could not have added 
any weight to it; for the point they bore 


witneſs to was a ſingle matter of fact, 


e that they had ſeen Jeſus alive ſince his 
* crucifixion,” and ſuch a one, that they 
themſelves could not be deceived in; for 


E they 
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they did not ſee him only momentarily, 
like a viſion or ſpirit, but for ſeveral days; 
converſed with him frequently, handled 
him, touched him, faw the wounds in 
his hands and fide, eat and drank with 
him, and at laſt faw him carried up into 
Heaven from them. Now here was no 


room or poſlibility of being deceived ; 


their ſenſes muſt apprize them of the 
reality of the fact: all that can be ſuſ- 
peed is, that they wilfully combined to 
impoſe on others. But whoever reflects on 
what theſe poor men ſuffered in conſe- 
quence of their bearing witneſs to it, and 
the ſteddineſs amidſt the greateſt trials 
they ſhewed in their perſeverance to atteſt 
it, cannot think ſo uncharitably of them; 
eſpecially as moſt of them at laſt laid 
down their lives in witneſs of its truth, 
the greateſt proof they could give of their 
ſincerity. 


But God did not let the evidence for 


his Son's reſurrection even reſt here; but 
continued that ſcene of miracles, in con- 
firmation of it, which his Son had begun 
in evidence of his own miſſion, adding to 
the miraculous powers given to the 


Apoſtles, 
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Apoſtles, the gift of tongues, or the en- 
abling them to ſpeak all manner of lan- 
guages. This, as it was the moſt neceſ- 


ſary, ſo it was the moſt inconteſtable 


power, that God could give them. They 
by no ſlight could counterfeit a power of 
this nature, nor could it be acquired by 
any application, between the time of 
Chriſt's aſcenſion and the feaſt of Pente- 
coſt. Every one knows the difficulty of 
learning a fingle foreign language, even 
to the beſt capacity; and what applica- 
tion and labour they require; much 
greater to ſuch illiterate men as the Apoſ- 
tles, and impracticable indeed altogether 


in their circumſtances; how much more 


ſo to acquire a great variety? They 
either had it then from God or not at all: 
but the pretence without the ability, would 
have expoſed the deceit, and laid open 
both them and their cauſe to perpetual 
infamy and contempt; yet we find they 
riſked their whole credit upon its reality, 
and gave by it ſuch an undeniable evi- 
dence to the truth of Chriſt's reſurrection, 
as brought them no leſs than three thou- 


ſand converts in one day. 
E-2 Here 
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Here reſts the evidence which God 
has given by miracles, to the Chriſtian 
Religion. Chriſt preaches the goſpel 
to mankind, as ſent from God, and con- 
firms his divine miſſion by a ſeries of mi- 
racles; he ſuffers death upon the croſs, 
riſes again, 1s ſeen for forty days, at dif- 


ferent times, by all his diſciples; orders 


them to preach his word, and bear wit- 
neſs to his reſurrection; gives them the 
ſame miraculous powers he himſelf had 
exerciſed, in confirmation of that truth, 
with the additional one of ſpeaking all 
languages: this they undertake with all 
confidence and boldneſs, preach the goſpel 
and reſurrection to all nations, aſſiſted by 
theſe powers, in defiance of all human 
authority; patiently ſuffer perſecutions 
and afflictions of all kinds, in teſtimony 
of the truth ; and finally lay down their 
lives with chearfulneſs, rather than even be 
ſilent upon it, much leſs retract what 
they had taught concerning it. 

As to what doubts may be raiſed con- 
cerning the genuineneſs of the hiſtorical 
books of the New Teſtament, that they 


poſſibly may not have been written by 
| the 
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the authors whoſe names they bear, this 
is ſufficient anſwer : they were all written, 
during the lives of ſome or other of the 
Apoſtles ; were received then, as genuine, 
by all Chriſtians in general of thoſe times, 
and were never diſputed by their enemies, 
either Few or Gentile ; ſo that now their 
credit can reaſonably be injured by no 


ſuſpicions, but what muſt deſtroy the 


certainty of all hiſtorical evidence whatſo- 


„ 

Whoever coolly and impartially ſets 
upon examining thus into the * evi- 
dence, internal and external, which the 


* This ſhort ſummary of the Evidence for Chriſti- 
anity 1s far from being offered as compleat, or what a 
Chriſtian ought to reſt ſatisfied with. The only de- 
fign of this abſtract of it was, to raiſe a proper atten- 
tion, and, from ſeeing ſo fair a proſpect for a reaſon- 
able conviction, to create a deſire in the mind of the 
young reader to purſue it, (by carefully examining 
into the Scriptures, and taking the aſſiſtance of our 
beſt writers for underſtanding them) till it find rea- 
ſon to reſt ſatisfied in that certainty of evidence the 
whole produces, and on which a rational faith can 
only be founded. If this deſign be anſwered, it is 
ſufficient, What farther this abſtract is deficient in, 
is already ſupplied by the writings of many great and 
worthy men upon this ſubject, 


I Chriſti- 
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Chriſtian Religion offers for its truth, will 
finally be brought to the neceſſity, either 
of acknowledging it to come from God, 
or elſe be drawn into concluſions ab- 
ſurd and impious: for if it is poſſible 
that a pretended revelation may carry all 
the marks of a true one, both as to 1ts 
moral excellence and external evidence, 
does not this place mankind under an ab- 
ſolute and inevitable neceſſity of being 
deceived? And does that agree with the 
juſtice or goodneſs of God? Or can it 
be thought conſiſtent with his wiſdom to 
ſuffer a fraud or impoſture to bear the 
fame degree of evidence, which a reve- 
lation from himſelf is capable of bearing? 
Wherefore, as no human conjectures can 
overturn the evidence, which God hath 
been pleaſed to give us for the Chriſtian 
revelation, it is moſt highly reaſonable 
to admit this for a true revelation ; 
which, ſo far from contradicting any one 
known attribute of God, raiſes and exalts 
them to the greateſt height, and, what 
is molt deſirable, reconciles them to each 
other in a manner which no human rea- 
ſonings can gainſay. 


4 have 
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I have now finiſhed my intended pur- 


poſe; or, to ſpeak more truly, I have 


done more; my firſt deſign being 
only to collect a few uſeful hints 
for your better underſtanding that Inſti- 
tution of our Saviour, which you are 
ſoon to partake of: but when I had gone 
ſo far, and inſiſted ſo much on a lively 
faith in Chriſt, and in the benefits of his 
death, as a neceſlary qualification to a 
worthy receiving of the Communion ; I 
thought, if not at preſent, it might here- 
after (tho' you .ould, from your educa- 
tion, have received no prejudices againſt 
the Chriſtian religion) be of ſome fatis- 
faction to you, when you were inclined 
to inquire into it, to find, that the faith 
you have been bred up in, and profeſs, 
is ſuch as is wholly conſiſtent with the 
beſt and pureſt notions of God, and 
that it is a reaſonable religion, founded in 
truth, and worthy on all accounts the 


attention of every wiſe perſon ; that it is 


| ſuch a one, that we may reſt ſecurely our 
& whole ſafety and happineſs upon, making 
it the rule and director of our lives, de- 
pending on it, as our unerring guide to 

eternal 
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eternal peace and glory in a future ſtate, 
With this intention this is now offered 
you; and if, in the leaſt degree, it an- 
ſwers theſe valuable purpoſes, it will 
more than repay the trouble it has coſt 

me to put it together. 5 | 


I now remain, 
With the greateſt affection and truth, 


Feb. 13, 1748. 8 
Your's, Se. 


F IS. 


